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THE GENESIS CENTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2010 (to June 30,2010)

Executive Committee
James M. Bower (Chair)
The San Miguel School

Dean Martins (Vice Chair)
Ronald J. Amirault, CPA, Ltd.

Chye Hup Chua (Treasurer)
Foxwoods Resort & Casino

Mary K. Connor (Secretary)
Contributing Writer, Providence Monthly, East Side Monthly
Commissioner, John H. Chafee Blackstone River Valley National
Heritage Corridor Commission

Board Members
Katie Ahern
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder LLP

Mercedes Betty Bernal
Bristol Community College

Yvon Chancy
Office of Community Relations
State of Rhode Island

Sister Angela Daniels
Assumption Parish Church

Doris Stearn Donovan
Volunteer and expert on organizational matters

Dan Healy
Human Resources Consultant

Tracy L. Karasinski
Community College of Rhode Island

Barbara Lee
SAG/AFTRA Professional Stunt Performer

Patricia Martinez
RI Department of Children, Youth and Families

Alemy Mondestin
Lifeworks

Michael S. Van Leesten
Van Leesten Group

2011 Executive Committee (from July 1, 2010)

Dean Martins, Chair

Chye Hup Chua, Vice Chair/Treasurer

Tracy L. Karasinski, Secretary

James M. Bower

“I wanted to move my life!
I didn’t want to work in a

restaurant forever.”
Aminata Keita

“When you don’t say words right
people give you a look.

I hate that look.”
Luis Miguel Aponte

“I want a good job,
a job with benefits.”

Zulma Antelo

At The Genesis Center, adult students and early learners build better lives that enrich our whole community. The Genesis
Center supports Rhode Islanders of diverse cultures and experiences who are ready to work hard to acquire the skills they
need to provide security and happiness for themselves and their families.

Our holistic services respond to each learner’s special goals and needs, while striving to meet the highest professional standards.

The Genesis Center was founded in 1982 to help refugees from the wars in Southeast Asia. Since then, we have provided
more than 7,000 refugees, immigrants and low-income adult learners with English language skills, literacy, job skills, and
early education for their children and other supports.

In 2010, we served more than 720 adults and children.

All photos taken by Jon Lavieri, a teacher at The Genesis Center.
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FOur shared American story

Our community of support

Families come to America in a quest to build a better life. That is not an easy journey.
They must learn our language and culture so they can create new and better lives for
themselves and certainly for their children.

In 1930, my grandmother and mother gave up all that was familiar to them in their
home in Portugal to come to America. They boarded the USS Providence to make their
way to Rhode Island in search of the American dream. More than likely, someone in
your family made the same sacrifice.

Today, you can meet men and women much like those pioneers here at The Genesis
Center. They are eager and committed to work very hard to make better lives for
themselves and their families.

In today’s economy they need more than hard work to achieve their dreams. Today’s
employers require workers fluent in English and proficient in math and reading.

The Center supports Rhode Island’s businesses by preparing our students for available jobs
in health care, environmental services, food preparation and other growth fields. Our
graduates are successful in obtaining paid employment because we partner with employers.

Our focus currently is to make The Genesis Center’s education for work programs
available to the more than 800 people on our waiting list. When we meet that challenge,
we help families build better lives for themselves. As their dreams are achieved, we build
a better community for everyone.

Respectfully,

Dean E. Martins, Chairman

Each day adult learners come to the Genesis Center seeking information about classes
and job training opportunities. The demand is great. Each day we add learners to our
waiting list, which is now more than 800 people. They all share a common goal – to
learn English, gain employment and make better lives for themselves and their families.

Your support for lifelong learning makes our work of building better lives possible. More
than 700 adult learners took big steps on their individual paths to a better life here at The
Genesis Center in 2010. They did the most difficult work, but without The Genesis Center’s
powerful community of support, even their greatest efforts would not have been enough.

The Genesis Center community includes our adult and child care learners, faculty and
staff, our selfless volunteers, our many program supporters from business, government,
and other nonprofits, as well as the hundreds of individuals, corporations and charitable
foundations providing critical financial support. Our community includes you.

We’ll need your help even more in the years ahead. For every learner we can serve,
others are waiting to take that first step on their path to a better life.

We can’t afford to let them wait.

That’s why we’re driven to help our learners realize their full potential faster. Even in
these difficult times, we’re working to add more classroom seats, to provide more
intentional and intensive services to make each learner’s success more certain.

I know we can do it – because we draw on a whole community for support. Thank you
for being a member of The Genesis Center community.

Sincerely,

Pheamo R. Witcher, Executive Director

THANK YOU



At The Genesis Center, every student’s
vision of a better life is unique. So is their
pathway to that better future. As demand
for our classes has grown, so have our
efforts to make sure that each student
enrolls in the class that serves them
best by careful testing and assessment
of skills and needs. With thousands of
people in need of services, every seat and
every hour of class time is precious.

National research shows that students
who set clear learning goals and receive
coaching in job services, public benefits
enrollment and financial literacy have
significantly higher rates of success than
others. Last year we added evening case
management and job development serv-
ices. Later this year, we will create our
Family Success Center, with a team of
case managers to provide this compre-
hensive support to our students.

English opens the door
The Genesis Center’s first English classes were offered in the
tenement homes of recently arrived refugees from Southeast
Asia. They were so eager to learn that students stood on
kitchen tables to see and hear. Twenty-nine years later, the
ability to speak, read and write in English is still the front
door to opportunity. The demand for language instruction
is stronger than ever.

And so is the deter-
mination to master
English and move
on. “I’m spending
a lot on gas to get
here, but it’s OK be-
cause I’m learning
English,” says one
student.

“English is the on-
ramp to the other
training students
need to reach their
goals,” says Shan-

non Carroll, Vice President of Programs. The Genesis Center
offers four levels of English instruction, each one incorporat-
ing critical content that will help students realize their goals
sooner, including family health and safety, preparation for
U.S. citizenship and financial literacy.

The “high beginners” in Barbara Al-Sabek’s English class
learn math skills that will help them qualify for work-prepa-
ration courses. “It’s a very good way to teach English,” says
Barbara. “Even though my students have very diverse skills,

the English vocabulary of math is new
to everyone.”

Highlights

• The Genesis Center enrolled 551
students in four levels of English
instruction.

• 48 percent of our students gained
two or more levels of English mastery,
compared with the state target of
41 percent.

• 23 students of The Genesis Center
took their oaths of U.S. Citizenship.

Better lives, better work
The Genesis Center prepares students in our career develop-
ment programs with the credentials, experiences and skills
they need to succeed in a highly competitive job market.
Professional chefs know that graduates from our longest-
running vocational program, Culinary Arts, will arrive in
their kitchens knowing how to work efficiently and safely.

Our very successful Healthcare Exploration program
provides students with specialized vocabulary, essential
knowledge and skills like First Aid and CPR and hands-on
experience through internships to win entry level jobs with
career pathways in hospitals, nursing homes and other
health care providers.

Close partnerships with employers are a major reason for
the high placement rate for graduates of our programs.
Those same partnerships led us to create a new program to

BETTER LIVES BY DESIGN

“I came to The Genesis
Center because I wanted

to change my life.”
Sokkeang Mok

Our garden produces fresh vegetables that our
Culinary Arts students cook for the children in our
Early Education and Child Care programs. It also
makes a cooler classroom in hot weather.

Healthy activities and health lessons are an important part of
our English classes.

English instruction unlocks the huge untapped
talents of our students.



prepare students for homemaker positions supporting elders
in their homes, which launched in September.

Our own research revealed growing
demand for “green” cleaning prac-
tices. Our new Green Janitorial
program prepares students to use
environmentally friendly cleaning
products and to spot and address lead,
mold and other hazards.

Highlights

• 95 students enrolled in Genesis Center workforce
development courses.

• 43 of 47 Culinary Arts students graduate.

• 46 of 48 Healthcare Explorations students graduate.

• 84 Genesis Center students are placed in jobs.

Early learning for a better life
The Genesis Center Early Education and Child Care program
serves the children of our adult learners and families from
our West End neighborhood, children from some of the
poorest families in Rhode Island.

As with our adult students, The Genesis Center is committed
to providing our early learners with the best education possi-
ble. Research shows that children who receive a high quality
preschool education have much higher odds of success in
school, work and life than those who do not.

Last year, we partnered with Meeting Street School to create
an Early Head Start program for infants and toddlers, con-
ducted extensive professional development for our staff and
upgraded our equipment and materials.

Those efforts were recognized
when our Early Education and
Child Care program was as-
sessed by the Rhode Island
BrightStars quality rating agency
last year. Our three-star rating
from BrightStars certifies that
we exceed state requirements
for preschool and child care facilities and meet additional
BrightStar quality standards for our facilities the number and
qualifications of our staff and other criteria.

We have already begun work on our plan to earn a four-star
BrightStar rating.

Highlights

• 74 children enrolled in all Early Education
and Child Care programs.

• Three-Star rating from BrightStars.

High quality Early Education and Child Care at The Genesis Center gives
these boys a real head start on future success in school and later life.

Support from the Rosie for all Kids Foundation and the City of Provi-
dence helped us create safe outdoor spaces where children can run
and play.

Students from around the world form close friendships at the
Genesis Center.

“For every
promotion, you
have to learn
something.”
Lucretia Duarte

“Now I can talk to
my daughter’s teacher.

I’m grateful to
The Genesis Center.”

Juana Gonzalez



Brown University
Sarah Cantor
Danny Chang
Andrew Cook
Phan Ha
Julia Longoria
Jonathon Paul
Aditi Pino
Tavish Lopez
Claire Schlessinger
Katherine Sola
Alexander Wankel

Michael Wright
Angi Zhang

Rhode Island College
Kim Greer
Jane Ingle

Blessed Sacrament
Evelyn Cardoza

Gordon School
Randy Alsabe
Maddy Berkson
Nate Bresnick
Ami Coulibaly
Patricia Kelly
Ben Oja
Jonah Parker

LaSalle Academy
Tania Lobo

MET School
David McConaghy

San Miguel School
Jim Bower

Wheeler School
Andrew Bower
Sameet Dhillon
Shady Reyes

Volunteer Center of RI
Carlo Verrengia

SER Jobs for Progress
Socorro Almonte
Milagros Diaz
Jose Garcia
Digna Gonzalez
Martina Guzman
Marita Rosario
Idalia Mercedes
Domingo Ortega
Silvio Ramirez
Petronilla Serrano

Individual Volunteers
Ed Bochner
Kathleen Bower
Pam Brown
Marcia Chisholm
Elkinsette Clinton
Tom Coderre
Jocelyne DeGouvenain
Abby Fox
Kim Greer
Amber Lee
Betty Lloyd
Aristido Mitogo
John Olmstead
Cynthia Shattuck
Nabile Sorial

Genesis Center Students
Ketya Chheav
Leang Chen Tea

Genesis Center –
Former Students
Sokkeang Mok
Alexandre Roussebert
Lisandra Torres

Food for Thought Committee
Shams Ajmiri
Jim Bower
Mary K. Connor
Chris Ewing-Chow
Sister Angela Daniels
Gienia Kocur
Evelyne Kokolsky
Barbara Lee
Tania Lobo
Dean Martins
Karen Salvatore
Rita Silva
Molly Soum
Frank Sullivan
Pheamo Witcher

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets
For the year ended August 31, 2010

CHANGES IN UNRESTRDICTED NET ASSETS
REVENUE AND SUPPORT

Support
Government contracts $ 821,256

Non-government contracts 136,440

Contributions 12,967

Foundations and corporate grants 121,949

Total Support 1,092,612

Revenue
Program fees 447,849

Fundraising events 36,839

Return on investments 36,867

Rental income 15,792

Total Revenue 567,347

Total Unrestricted Revenue 1,659,959

PROGRAM EXPENSES
Adult education program 555,687

Child care program 430,926

Workforce development 496,870

Total Program Expenses 1,483,483

SUPPORTING SERVICES
Management and general 84,851

Development and fundraising 106,342

Total Expenses 1,674,676

CHANGES IN TOTAL ASSETS (14,717)

NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 1,185,359

TRANSFERS 0

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR $ 1,170,642

Development &
Fundraising

6%
Management

& General

5%

Workforce
Development

30%

Early Learning

26%

Adult Education
Program

33%

Expenses

GENESIS CENTER VOLUNTEERS (SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 – AUGUST 31, 2010)



GENESIS CENTER DONORS (SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 – AUGUST 31, 2010)

Federal
US Citizenship and Immigration

Services (Citizenship
Consortium)

US Department of Health and
Human Services –
Administration for Children
and Families (Head Start
and Early Head Start)

State of Rhode Island
Rhode Island Department of

Education

Rhode Island Department of
Human Services

Rhode Island Department of
Human Services/Office of
Rehabilitative Services

Rhode Island Department of
Labor and Training

Rhode Island State Legislature/
General Assembly

Municipal Funding
City of Providence – Community

Development Block Grant

City of Providence – Food for
Thought

Providence Economic
Development Partnership
(Green Pathways)

Organization Support
$50,000 and up
United Way of Rhode Island

$10,000-$49,999
Casey Foundation

Citizens Bank Foundation

Ronald McDonald House Charities
of Eastern New England

Textron

$5,000-$9,999
Bank of America –

Harris Foundation

Citizens Bank Foundation

New Roots Providence

RI Foundation – Has & Berta
Gwinner Fund

$1,000 - $4,999
Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island

Fidelity Investments

Frank B. Hazard Gen. Charity Fund

Friends of Patrick J. Kennedy Inc.

Mary Dexter Chafee Fund

Ocean State Charities

Rhode Island Foundation

Tanner Memorial Fund

TriMark United East

$250 - $999
Good Friday Walk

H.V. Collins Company

Rhode Island Foundation

$100-$249
Johnson & Wales University

Parish of The Good Shepherd
Outreach Program

St. John’s Episcopal Church

St. Joseph’s Abbey

Up to $99
Industrial Revolution Quilt Guild

Wells Fargo Community Support

Individual Support
$1,000-$4,999
Mr. James Bower*

Ms. Mary K. Connor*

$500-$999
Mr. Chye Hup Chua*

Sister Angela Daniels*

Mr. Dean Martins*

Mr. Richard Licht

Ms. Pheamo Witcher*

$240-$499
Ms. Elizabeth Kingsley

Ms. Gisela Meyn

Ms. Marcia Reisman

$100-$249
Ms. Katie Ahern

Ms. Doris Donovan*

Ms. Mary Eddy

Ms. Janet Hayden Jagger*

Ms. Tracey Karasinski*

Ms. Genowefa Kocur

Mr. Glenn Kumekawa

Brother Thomas Lagenfeld

Mr. Matthew Maloney

Mr. and Mrs. Norman
McCulloch, Jr.

Mr. Peter McGinn

Mr. Alemy Mondestin*

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Morrow

Mr. Philip Regnier

Ms. Anita Robertson*

Ms. Deborah Smith

Mr. Alvin Stallman and
Ms. Sylvia Moubayed

Father Daniel Trainor*

Mr. Joseph Walsh

Ms. Joann Watson

Ms. Joanne Speroni-Woody

Up to $99
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Bacher

Mr. Richard Ballou

Mr. Daniel Baudouin

Dr. Peter Belinsky

Mr. Mercedes Betty Bernal*

Mr. Donald Breed

Mr and Mrs. George Bolton

Ms. Sally Burke

Ms. Geraldine Carley

Mr. John Carney

Ms. Amy Clarke

Ms. Rosalea Cohn

Mr. George Culotta

Sister Francelle Dames

Ms. Sandra DelSesto

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel DeRosa

Ms. Sarah Gleason

Mr. Jonathan Howard

Mr. Daniel Healy*

Ms. Robin Lansinger

Ms. Barbara Lee*

Ms. Marion Louttit

Ms. Catherine Maloney

Ms. Patrica Martinez*

Sister Norma McCabe

Ms. Karen McGrath

Brother John McHale

Dr. King Odell

Mr. William Piacentini*

Ms. Jintana Pond

Ms. Michele Rajotte*

Ms. Angelina Ribeiro

Ms. Rita Silva

Ms. Molly Soum

Mr. Frank Sullivan*

Ms. Ruth Whipple

* Indicates donors who also
purchased tickets for Food
for Thought 2009

In-Kind Support
Adler’s Design Center & Hardware

American Automobile Association

Angell Nails

Atlantic Beach Club

Avon Cinema

Michael and Joan Beachnau

Benefit Street Antiques

Sylvia Bernal

Blackbird Farm

Blackstone Valley Explorer

Jim Bower

Office of Governor Donald L.
Carcieri

CAV Restaurant

John Peter Chabot

Christiaan Salon

Chye Hup Chua

Citizens Bank

Coffee Exchange

Jack and Mary K. Connor

Crowne Plaza Hotel

CVS/Caremark

Dave & Buster’s of Providence

Diamond Hill Vineyard

Ecotarium

Edgewood Gallery

Festival Ballet

Foxwoods Resort & Casino

Hawk ‘n’ Dove Restaurant

Jarosz Delicatessen

Johnson & Wales University
Hotels & Restaurants

Genesis Center Staff

Gienia Kocur

Evelyne Kokolsky

Barbara Lee

Branden Lewis

M2 Salon

Marvin Mandell Tax Service

Patricia Martinez

Dean Martins

Chris Matthews

Metacomet Country Club

Museum of Work & Culture/
RI Historical Society

New England Pest Control

Newport Grand

Newport Marriott Hotel

Newport Preservation Society

Nice & Neat, Inc.

Nylo Hotel

Pawtucket Red Sox

Pinelli-Marra Restaurant Group

Pleasant Valley Country Club

Polyvinyl Films, Inc.

Preservation Society of
Newport County

Providence Bruins

Providence College Athletic
Department

Providence Children’s Museum

Providence Performing Arts Center

Kenneth Rampino Esq.

Rhode Island Philharmonic
Orchestra

Rhody Food Tours

RISD Museum

Anita Robertson

Sakonnet Vineyards & Winery

Salon Lux

Scissor Hands Salon

Sister Angela Daniels

St. Luke’s Roman Catholic Church

Style Connection

Trappistine Nuns of Mt. St.
Mary’s Abby

Trinity Repertory Company

Vito Vottone

Wellness Store of Wickford

Meghan Welsh

Professor Gordon Wood of
Brown University

Food for Thought Support
(The following individuals/organiza-
tions purchased tickets or donated
for Food for Thought Gala 2009)

Ms. Patricia Acquaviva

A.W. Bucci Associates, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Alix

Friends of Joseph Almeida

Amos House

Mr. Robert Aldrich

Ms. Margaret Benz

Black Bird Farm

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of RI

Mr. Ed Bochner

Ms. Melinda Bonacore

Mr. and Mrs. John Brennan

Ms. Katherine Brown

Casey Family Services

CBE Technologies

Columbus Door Company

Mr. Ali Cabral

Ms. Judith Cabral

Ms. Donna Caetano

Ms. Louise Calia

Friends of John Carnevale

Mr. Kenneth Castellucci

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Comptom

Lou and Judy Costa

Mr. Jamie Costello

Senator Frank Ciccone

Ms. Juliane Coelho

Father Edward Daniels

Mr. Corsino Delgado

Mr. John Deluca

Ms. Barbara Dwyer

Ms. Colleeen Elsawabi

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Erickson

Dr. Joan Fargnoli

Ms. Michelle Fargnoli

Ms. Diane Flaherty

Ms. Nancy Fritz

Ms. Rose Galek

Mr. Aram Garabedian

Mr. Stephen Gentile

Mr. and Mrs. John George

Ms. Carol Goldman

Dr. William Golini

Brother Lawrence Goyette

Ms. Kathleen Greene

Ms. Donna Guilbert

Ms. Donna Hanley

Ms. Nicole Hansen

Mr. Owen Heleen

Ms. Patricia Herlihy

Mr. Charles Hogan

Hopedale Home Services

Ms. Kathleen Hynes

International Institute of RI

Johnson & Wales University

Mr. Stephen Kavanagh

Mr. Frank Kelly

Mr. Jeff Kenyon

Father Ray Keough

Mr. Ralph Kinder

Mr. Dale Klatzker

Ms. Carlye Klein

Mr. Pierre Koussa

Ms. Evelyne Kokolsky

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Lachowicz

Representative James Langevin

Mr. Martin Mandell

Ms. Donna Montequilla

Ms. Martha Lavieri

Lifespan

Ms. Celia Lombardi

Lead Inspections RI LLC

Mr. Mark McKenney

Mr. Kevin McDevitt

Mr. Robert McMahon

Ms. Sally Mendzela

Ms. Sharon Moylan

Mr. William Murphy

Mr. Stephen Nardoza

Mr. Carl Neal

Representative Eileen Naughton

Ms. Rulla Nehme

Father O’Hara

Ms. Cynthia Opaluch

Ms. Lisa Ovalles

Ms. Joanna Plamondon

Ms. Yvonne Phillips

Ms. Rebecca Preston

The Providence Center

Mr. John Quigley

Mr. Thomas Ramirez

Re-Focus, Inc.

Mr. S. Kevin Regan

Dr. Angela Renaud

Ms. Evelyne Riccio

Mr. Michael Ritz

Mr. and Mrs. David Roach

Dr. Thomas Roesler

Ms. Elizabeth Robertson

Mr. Jess Rocha

Rhode Island Tax Clinic

Ms. Evelyne Riccio

Mr. and Mrs. J. Rocha

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rosewell

Ms. Sherrill Ryan

Ms. Belle Ruggieri

Ms. Deb Ruggieri

Mr. James Salafia

Ms. Karen Salvator

Ms. Carol Scott

Mr. Scott Slater

Mr. Matthew Slepkow

Mr. Matthew Smith

Mr. Frederick Sneesby

St. Joseph’s Church

Ms. Doris Stephens

Mr. Frank Sullivan

Mr. John Sweet

Ms. Mary Terry

Mr. Michael Van Leesten

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher
Van Hemelrjick

Ms. Deborah Venator

Mr. Aderito Vicente

W.B. Mason

Mr. Ashbel T. Wall

Mr. and Mrs. John Walsh

West View Health Care Center

Ms. Sarah Whittin

Ms. Jean Woodcock

We make every effort to publish
a complete list of our donors and
supporters. However, we are aware
that inaccuracies may occur. If you
discover any errors or believe that in-
formation has been omitted, please
contact Robin at 401.781.6110 or
robin@gencenter.org



The Genesis Center
620 Potters Avenue
Providence, RI 02907

401 781-6110 • fax 401 461-8788 • Genesis@gencenter.org • www.gencenter.org

Our Vision
The Genesis Center envisions a world where all people
have equality of opportunity to realize their full potential.

Our Mission
The Genesis Center provides the highest quality education,
job training and support services to people of diverse
cultures so that they may achieve economic independence
and participate fully in society.


